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sight of the garrison, led the Hindu sepoys to admit him.
Inside the fort he made no attempt to hide, but built
himself a straw shed, wherein he lived on so harsh a diet
that he convinced the Moghul commandant that he was
indifferent to the things of this world and cared only for
his own future in the next. With careless contempt the
Moghul let the anchorite roam as he would. By money
and eloquence Anaji artfully corrupted the Hindu soldiers
among the garrison. At the same time he kept in constant
touch with Parashuram Trimbak, until one night the latter
at the head of a storming party took Sntara by escalade
and put the garrison to the sword. A few days later
Parashuram Trimbak took Parali by escalade. This was
the signal for a great religious rejoicing. Ramdas' images
of Rama and Sita wore brought back in triumph from
Wasota and Ramdas' own shrine was opened and purified.
About the same time as Satara and Parali were re taken,
Shankar Narayan Gandekar retook Sinhgad, Rajgad and
Torua. Having thus robbed Aurangzib of the fruits
of his recent campaign, the Maratha captains concentrated
their divisions in the neighbourhood of Wakinkera. Pirya
Naik had made a gallant defence and from guns of every
calibre had fired cannon balls and showered rockets on
the Moghul lines. Nevertheless the emperor pressed the
siege with vigour and seemed on the point of taking
Wakinkera when he was compelled to moot a general
attack by Dhanaji Jadav at the head of largely increased
forces. Dhanaji Jadav and several other Maratha leaders
had in 1703 entrusted their wives to Pirya Naik's keeping.
They now formed a bold scheme for their rescue. The
Maratha army pressed home a vigorous attack on the
besiegers and were with difficulty beaten off. During tho
battle a body of three thousand horse cut their way
through the investing lines and into tho lort. There they
mounted the generals' wives on spare horses and once
more cut their way out. In spite of this auccosa the
emperor's progress continued, so the Berad chief had re-